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and Indian parentage, whether as the result of direct union
of persons of the two races or by the union of those already
of mixed descent. Its source is a wide one, and may descend
from the union, regular or irregular, of members of the official
class, civil and military, with Indian women of high or lowly
birth, or may have its origin in the marriage of retired
European soldiers with the women of the country. In the
last few generations, the community principally marries
within itself or with those of pure European origin, in place
of augmentation by the direct union of persons of European
or Indian races.

The union of officials and officers of the Royal and
Company's forces with Indian women was common enough
in the earlier days when English ladies and the ways of
organized society had hardly penetrated beyond the Presi-
dency Ports. In the older Indian cantonments are to be seen
to this day, as will be described hereafter, the separate
arrangements for the zenana. The types from which the
Indian wives were drawn varied from formal unions with
ladies of good family contracted in state, to simpler unions
with girls of the peasantry. Sometimes as in the case of the
Gardners and Hearseys, it was the highest in the land, and
their union with the Begums of Cambay, the wards of the
Mogul Emperor, was by no means the only instance of such
romances. In more than one case has the English peerage
been so mingled. Then again the British soldiers3 progeny
is to be found all over the land. In the South where at the
time of Srinagapatam the regiments were largely Scottish,
Scottish names abound. Only a few years ago in a school-
yard in the South half a dozen brown lads were marching to
the pipes played by a still browner playfellow, who on being
questioned by the author said that his name was Ian
MacLeod. Two or three generations ago a good many of
the attractive girls of mixed parentage married into the
services, but this seldom occurs to-day, and the direct rein-
forcement of new European blood comes by marriage with
the retired non-commissioned officer who has stayed in India